Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Abbreviated
Office Hours:
Thursday 9-3
Monday – Wednesday
9-1(closed Fridays)

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, September 26th
Vigil: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
James Badagliacca
by his family
Melanie Leger
by Marina & Brian Therrien
Sunday, September 27th
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
James G. DiConza
by his wife Marianne & family
Louise Pagnotto (6th Anniversary)
by her daughters
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, September 28th
St. Wenceslaus; St. Lawrence Ruiz & Companion Martyrs
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, September 29th
Sts. Michael, Gabriel & Raphael, Archangels
8:00 AM
Laura Cali
by Marina & Brian Therrien
Barbara J. Donlon
by Frank Celona & family
Wednesday, September 30th
St. Jerome, Priest & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira family
All Members of the Laplante family
by Priscilla & Larry
Thursday, October 1st
St. Therese of the Child Jesus, Virgin & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
Silvia Zenaida Ruiz
by her sister Rosie Mejia
Friday, October 2nd
The Holy Guardian Angels
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, October 3rd
Vigil: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Lawrence Badagliacca & son James
by his Dee Badagliacca
Sunday, October 4th
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Angelo Femino
by nieces Victoria & Joclyn Bujold
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Victoria Elcevich
by her daughters

September 26 - 27, 2020
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
"Do nothing out of selfishness; rather, humbly regard others as more
important than yourselves…” (Philippians 2:3) Pride and ego are hard
things to control. We see how others act or dress and think we are
superior to them. We idolize our own self-image. But, if we truly believe
everything is a gift from God, we recognize all the people that God has
put into our lives as gifts! We are grateful for how they enrich our lives.
Pray every day for the people in your life: your family, your friends, and
those who make you angry.
READ AND PREPARE
This week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 5:1-7
Second Reading Philippians 4:6-9
Gospel Matthew 21:33-43

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Catholic School Collection – This weekend, September 26-27th
we had our annual collection for Catholic Schools. If you missed
it, please return your envelope to the church as soon as possible.
Thank you.
CCD CLASSES – Many parents have called to ask about our
Religious Education Program that typically begins the first week
of October. To date it has not been determined as to how the
classes will be conducted.
We remind all parents to please call the office to leave your
child’s name & grade along with your phone number. Also, please
fill out the Registration Form found online under the Parish Life
tab. It has questions pertaining to your comfort level and the way
classes will be held. Please return them ASAP. Thank you for your
patience.
Attention: Effective immediately, the office hours will change to
Monday through Wednesday from 9:00 – 3:00. As always, you
may leave a message during other times/days and your call will
be returned. You may also email the office at
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekend Mass continues to be livestreamed on Facebook at 4
pm on Saturday as well as broadcast on FATV each Sunday at 2
pm on Comcast Ch. 8 & Verizon Ch. 35
Honoring Married Couples on their Wedding Anniversary
Due to the restrictions of the coronavirus pandemic, a public
celebration of the annual Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass
will not be held this year. Congratulatory certificates from Bishop
McManus to couples celebrating significant wedding
anniversaries in 2020 will be issued by postal mail. Couples
wishing to receive certificates should complete the registration
form at worcesterdiocese.org/wedding-anniversary-mass by
October 15 or contact the Office of Marriage and Family at 508929-4311 to request that a copy of the registration form be sent
to you.
St. Bernard Cemetery Lot & Columbarium Sale is going on now
until October 30th. The sale includes the grave lots in the New
Calvary section which was recently plotted with updated
regulations pertaining to monument & lot layouts. Also, their
newly constructed Columbarium with niches have reduced
prices. Please contact Ray Spagnuolo at the cemetery office 978342-4820. Weekend & evening appointments if needed.

Dear Friends,
The Gospels over the next few weeks begin to show the clashes that began to happen between Jesus and the
authorities - conflicts that were to lead eventually to His death. Today, He highlights the difference between those who
pay lip service to God - and those who, having set out on the wrong track, change their minds and turn back to do as
He asks.
The situation that Jesus describes is one that we are all familiar with. We have all met those who say they will
do something - and then find that they have not - and those who start out being against an idea or refuse a request but
who then think better of it and get on with it.
Jesus is making it clear that saying that one loves God and wishes to be a part of the Kingdom is not enough.
The chief priests and the elders honored the Law and taught it - but had become stuck in their observation of it. The
tax collectors and prostitutes had turned their backs on the Law and were, therefore, seen as outside God’s salvation.
However, they were the ones who saw that God was doing a new thing in Jesus and were changing their ways repenting of the sin and setting out on a new life that was to lead them into the Kingdom.
For those who had led lives of great goodness and uprightness, the thought that such people would enter
heaven before them was appalling.
Jesus reminds them of John the Baptist’s example of true righteousness - a man on fire with love and zeal for
God and says that, even having seen that, they are not prepared to believe and change.
It reminds us not to get complacent too. The Gospel is a challenge to change - to grow. It is not to become
comfortable with the idea that we have “arrived” and have all the answers but to be constantly aware that there are
failings in ourselves to overcome. We need constantly to fix our eyes on Christ - and be prepared to leave behind the
things that hold us back - travel lightly and join the tax collectors and prostitutes on the journey to heaven.
Third, God is generous and gracious. At first blush, we may agree with those people who complained to the
landowner because he can be unjust to the first hired workers. We could think that what the landowner had done was
not right. It is against the law of justice and equity. But the parable is not a story which deals with equal rights for all.
It does not deal with an honest day’s work with an honest day’s pay. Rather, it deals with God who is generous and
gracious. It simply demonstrates the generosity of God who welcomes and opens the door of the kingdom to the
Gentiles who became his true believers. The Gentiles only came in later, but they instantly became true believers of
God. Thus, they deserve the salvation promised by God.
This is the irony! While we are asked to labor hard in order for this salvation be attained by us, at the end of
the day, it is the generosity of God which matters more. While we labor hard for our salvation, in the end we will
realize that we are saved because God is generous and gracious. In the end, we will realize that we are saved by the
grace and graciousness of God, and not because of our own individual efforts.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that
you continue to contribute to the good works
of St. Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic
Charities Personal Hygiene & Toiletries Pantry.
Our Parish will continue to support these ongoing collections.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. These donations are
picked up/delivered once a week or as needed. Many
individuals and families rely on your donations. Please help
those in immediate need right in our own community.
BACK TO SCHOOL SUPPLIES ARE NEEDED
– Catholic Charities has reached out to ask
if our St. Anthony community could help
with just a few items needed for students.
Folders, Notebooks, Crayons & Pencils are being requested.
If you would like to contribute, please bring your items to church
next weekend and place in the bin at the entrance. We will get
them to Catholic Charities so that they can put them in the
hands of the young students who are in need. Thank you for
your continued generosity to our neighbors!

Virtual Trivia and Theology for High School Youth - All high
school youth are invited to join us for a new monthly virtual
youth ministry series called Trivia & Theology! Join us on
the first Sunday of the month beginning on October 4 from 7-8
pm as we discuss various difficult questions and issues related
to our Catholic faith and how the Church answers those
questions. To sign up or for more information, go to
neworcester.org/trivia-and-theology.
Virtual Bible Study for Middle School Youth - All middle school
youth in 6-8th grade are invited to participate in the Diocesan
Middle School Bible Study! Join us for an 8-part study as we
take a closer look at Scripture, what it means, and why it is
important for our lives. If you are interested in learning more
about the Bible and how it all fits together, then this is the
perfect opportunity for you! Our study will be broken up into 8
sessions that will be roughly 45 minutes each. These sessions
will take place on the third Sunday of the month beginning on
October 18 at 6 pm. Over the course of the 8 sessions, we will
discuss how to read and approach the Bible, the basic story
from beginning to end, and how the Bible connects to our lives.
To sign up or for more information, go to
neworcester.org/middle-school-bible-study
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“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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