Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Saint Anthony School

Weekdays 9-3 (closed Thursdays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Thursdays)
978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

123 Salem Street
978-345-7785
www.stanthonyschool.net
info@stanthonyschool.net

Fr. Leo-Paul LeBlanc, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
pastor@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Permanent Deacon

Marianne DiConza, Secretary/Receptionist
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian
Prayer Line
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706
High School Ministry
youth@stanthonyfitchburg.net

John Diorio, Principal
John.Diorio@worcesterdiocesek12.org
Denise Schultz, Administrative Assistant
Denise.Schultz@worcesterdiocesek12.org

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

As announced in the bulletin

RECONCILIATION

Saturdays at 3:00-3:30 PM

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

At least one parent must be a member of Saint Anthony Parish. Baptism preparation for
parents on the Second Sunday of every month, after the 10:30 Mass.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. LeBlanc with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM and 5:00 PM (September through May)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, September 3rd
Vigil: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Norman Dupuis (25th Anniversary)
Requested by his wife Phyllis & family
Sunday, September 4th
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Theresa Belli-Murchie
Requested by the Mercadante Trust
10:30 AM

Robert K. Saccone
Requested by Lucille Revolti

Monday, September 5th
St. Theresa of Calcutta,Religious
Labor Day
8:00 AM
Frank Viola
Requested by the Macchio family
Tuesday, September 6th
7:00 AM
Open Intention
7th

Wednesday, September
7:00 AM
Anthony & Rose Barbaro
Requested by their daughter MaryAnn
Michaelian
Thursday, September 8th
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
7:00 AM
Parishioners Living & Deceased
2:00 PM
Opening School Year Mass
Friday, September 9th
St. Peter Claver, Priest
NO MASS
Saturday, September 10th
Vigil: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Pellegrino DePiano
Requested by the DiVito family
Sunday, September 11th
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Mike Orlando & son Michael
Requested by their family
10:30 AM

John Pacetti, Sr. & John Pacetti, Jr.
Requested by Ann & family

7:00 PM

In Thanksgiving
Requested by the Nogueira family

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
IMO Frank Viola
by his wife Elena & family

September 3-4, 2016
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Every one of you who does not renounce all his possessions
cannot be my disciple.” (LUKE 14:33) When we first hear this
statement, it seems that Jesus is making an unrealistic
demand upon us. How can we renounce all of our
possessions? We need them to live. However, what we must
renounce is the belief that they belong to us. Everything that
we have belongs to God alone. All of our resources are
entrusted to us not only for our own use, but also so that we
can help others. Once we renounce the idea that we possess
or are entitled to anything, it is much easier to share the many
gifts that God has given us. Then we truly are His Disciples.

READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14
Second Reading 1 Timothy 1:12-17
Gospel Luke 15:1-32

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Sunday Evening Mass Time Has Changed
Sunday evening Mass will resume on September 11th but the
time has changed to 7 PM. Please make a note of this. Thank
you.

Religious Education Classes for Kindergarten – Grade
8 Begin Soon - For our second year we will be partnering
with St. Joseph Parish on 49 Woodland Street, Fitchburg for
Religious Education Classes. Through their efforts we are
able to offer parents two (2) choices of day and time to make
it more convenient for all families to plan their weekly
schedules and have their children participate in Religious
Education throughout their grammar school years.
Religious Education for grades Kindergarten – 8 begins on
Sunday, September 11th from 10 – 11 AM in St. Joseph
Church hall or on Tuesday afternoon, September 13th from 4
– 5 PM at the Madonna of the Holy Rosary Campus.
Information along with a registration form will be mailed out
to all parish families. For questions please call Bette Brunell
at 978-343-7281.

Confirmation Classes for ALL students entering grades 9
& 10 will begin on September 11th from 6:30 to 8 pm at
Madonna of the Holy Rosary, Theresa St., Fitchburg.
Registration forms will be available that evening.

August 27-28, 2016
Sunday Offerings
Online Giving
TOTAL

$2,334
$679
$3,013

SAINT TERESA OF CALCUTTA PRAY FOR US
September 4, 2016, Pope Francis will declare to the
world that Mother Teresa of Calcutta is a canonized saint. She
is the one who founded the Sisters of Charity to work among the
poorest of the poor. She would again and again remind all of us
that among the poorest is where we find Christ in His terrible
disguises in the poorest among human beings. St. Teresa of
Calcutta really understood the strong admonition of Jesus in
today’s Gospel: If anyone comes to me without hating his
mother and father, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and
even his own life, he cannot be my disciple Whoever does not
carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple…
Anyone who does not renounce all his possessions cannot be
my disciple.” (Luke 14: 26-27, 33)
At 18 years old, Mother Teresa left her home in Albania
to become a missionary in far off India. Her mother’s parting
words were: “Put your hand in His hand, and walk alone with
Him. Walk ahead, because if you look back you will go back.”
She was never to see her mother again. In April of 1942 she
made a private vow: “I made a vow to God to give Him anything
that He may ask, ‘Not to refuse Him anything.’ ” She said to her
confessor that from then on she lived for God and gave up her
own self. She believed that as a result of this private vow she
could do “something beautiful for God”. She would say that for
the good God nothing is little because He is so great and we so
small.
Influenced by the little way of St. Therese of Lisieux,
she said that we just need to do small things with great love.
But the smaller the thing, the greater must be our love. She
would later tell her confessor that her vow meant that she was
not to refuse Christ anything. In turn she trusted that the Lord
would not refuse anything to her. She met every manifestation
of God’s will with an eager “YES!”
She talks about a mystical experience when on the
train to Darjeeling that she heard in the depths of her heart
Christ calling her to go out into the streets to serve the poorest
of the poor. She sees that on September 10, 1946 was the day
of founding the Sisters of Charity. It was a call within a call. In
the poor she heard Jesus from the cross saying: “I THIRST.” She
said to her sisters: “Our aim is to quench this infinite thirst of a
God made man. We are to ceaselessly quench the thirsting God
by our love, and the love of souls we bring to Him.” May we
quench His thirst in everyone we meet. St. Teresa of Calcutta,
pray for us. Amen.

- Fr. Leo
RETREAT BY THE OCEAN NOVEMBER 6-9, 2016
Fr. Leo and Fr. Ken Cardinale will again be giving a retreat in
Biddeford Pool, Maine, beginning Sunday evening, November
6th with supper and concluding Wednesday morning, November
9th with Mass at 11 AM. A $20 deposit will assure you of a place
for this retreat which will focus on Saint Teresa of Calcutta who
will be canonized a saint on September 4th. We will consider the
book based on her private letters called Come, Be My Light. The
paradox is that we become the Light of Christ for others by our
willingness to enter the darkness of faith. For more info, please
see Fr. Leo or call him at 978-342-4706.

SCHOOL NOTES
Catholic School Collection – On the weekend of September
23-24th there will be a second collection for the Annual Catholic
Schools. Please note that all money collected stays here and
goes directly to St. Anthony School. If you have family or friends
that go to a parish that does not have a Catholic School, ask
them to designate their donation to St. Anthony School!

St. Anthony School Volunteers Needed – We are looking for
adults who have an occasional few hours a week to volunteer
in our fun, energetic school environment. If you are 21 and older
and looking to volunteer in your parish community, then this is
the place to be! St. Anthony School is looking to form a list of
volunteers to draw upon for duties that may include, lunch
monitors, recess monitors, occasional classroom or office
assistance and general help as needed. If you are interested,
please contact the new principal, John Diorio at 978-345-7785
or email him at john.diorio@worcesterdiocesek12.org for more
detailed information and/or to add your name to our list. This
is a great opportunity to witness first-hand the environment and
be a part of the positive experience our young students have at
St. Anthony School. Very flexible scheduling of your time. Please
consider us!

“Soles for Souls!” – St. Anthony PTA is collecting old shoes to
donate to those in need. Please drop your shoes off at the
school during regular school hours of 9:15 – 3:00. Thank you
for your support!

End of Summer Dance - The next St. Joseph’s Parish Dance
with John Godek will be on Saturday September 17th from 7 to
11 pm at 49 Woodland St., Fitchburg. Only $7 pp, cash bar.
Come say goodbye to summer!

Yard Sale – Please stop by our 19th Annual Yard Sale for Haiti
Missions on September 24th from 9-2 pm at 25 Pierce St., off
Route 13 in Leominster. Proceeds benefit the Franciscan
Missionaries nutrition center for children and the medical clinic
in Aquin, Haiti. For questions call Emery of Jeannita at 978537-1907. Rain date of Sunday, September 25th.
CALLING ALL FITCHBURG VIETNAM VETERANS – The City of
Fitchburg Veterans Council is searching for ALL Vietnam
Veterans, whether you had boots on the ground, or were
support elsewhere, who joined the service from the City of
Fitchburg between the dates of November 11, 1955 – May 15,
1975. As part of the United States Vietnam War
Commemoration we will be having a special appreciation
ceremony in conjunction with our annual Veteran’s Day
Ceremony on November 11, 2016. You do not need to be
present in order to be recognized. If your DD214 has
FITCHBURG listed as your “home of record at the time of entry”
and your dates of service fall within the above dates, PLEASE
contact the Fitchburg veterans’ Services office at 978-8291797. Please help spread the word!
Last weekend we said good bye to Jim Boulette who was with
us for six weeks this summer as an intern. Jim has gone back
to school but will be here on Sunday evenings helping out with
our youth program. If you did not get a chance to say good bye
or would like to send Jim a card, he is residing at the House of
Studies in Worcester as he prepares to enter the seminary. His
address is: James Boulette, 51 Illinois Street, Worcester, MA
01601.
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